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FORMATION OF NEW ZEALAND SHORT TERM MISSION/VISITATION TEAM. PR. CHEN

The short term mission for NZ started out as a very simple thing. | was invited to go to New
Zealand as a speaker for their retreat at the end of 2005. The co-workers at New Zealand and
Australia also wanted me to lead some theological classes. In an occasion, Elder Oliver Liu
mentioned that “if there is a chance to go out, we should bring more co-worker...” The idea for
the trip was formed. ) o

When Pr. Gong from New Zealand announced that EFCOC will form a short term mission
team to NZ during EFC Pastoral Conference in 2006, the trip was set in stone. The recruiting
process started during the later half of 2006, many brothers and sisters expressed their burden
and desire to go. However, when it was time for the final tally only brother Tsai, brother Yang
and myself are going. The elders who promised to go could not due to various reasons. | was
{ﬁaILy perplexed. | told myself, if we could not form a team, | will go alone like how it was at

e beginning.

Just as | v?/as thinking this way, | decided to let my elders now how | feel. Couple of days
after I called, elder Samuel Huang told me through the phone that as a church, we cannot lét the
pastor go alone, he will ﬂp with me, and he has invited another couple to go. Through this, |
saw a turning point for this trip, and with faith, | started the first meeting and training. As for
other things, I will let God decide. ) ]

During the first meeting on 1/21, to our surprise, there were 18 brothers and sisters who came
and expressed their interests. That day, Tom Tzeng shared about the preparation and attitude for
mission. Up till today, there are 16 brothers and sisters who will go to NZ. | experienced that
our God is an amazing God. 2/2 Friday morning, as | walked into my office, | saw the “NZ
short term mission newsletter” on my desk. | read it over in one sitting, and was touched by the
testimonies of the three brother and Sisters. Their sharing has shown their love for God, church,
and the servant. | saw how they are W|II|nfg to step up and help this family in taking the respon-
sibility of the great commission. My tear fell when I was reading it, | was reallﬁ encouraged.

During the second meeting on 2/4, Andrea shared with us about the \%/eo%rap y of NZ, the job
d_escr|0|ot|0ns of each task and led us in a game of trust and team work. We have tentatively as-
signed the task after prayer and fellowship. Team leader: elder Samuel Huang. Devotion: elder
James Sun, Susan Sun. ‘Accounting: Grace Chien. Worship: Alice Kao, Grace Chien, Brenda
Chen, Susan sun, Samuel Yang, Cora Tsai. Doctor: Wendy Leu. Communication/
Transportation: Paul Chen. General Affair: Eric Tsai. Media: Richard Kao. Photographer:
Paul Chen, Richard Kao. English ministry: Pr. Gabe, Cheri and Mimi Kao.

The original meaning for gift is “Carisma”, it often shows up in the Bible as the plural term
“Carismata”. This means that as God’s children, we have many gifts. The basic meaning of
spiritual gift is where there is a need in the ministry; God will “gift” the children with what is
needed. Although we all are humble vessels for this trip, but | believe God will send down
many gifts to accomplish what He gave us. The theme for this retreat is “Living Sacrifice.” |
will use four topics to lead the camp. 1. Meeting with the Eternal on the Road to Damascus. 2.
Bargain with God before the land of milk and honey. 3. Unforgettable conversation by the sea
of Tiberias. 4. Offer ourselves as living sacrifice before the throne of God. Every member in



this team is a worship team member. We will have songs and skits based on these four topics.
Pra¥ that this plan will be fruitful.. ) ) )
here are three aspects to mission: people, money and prayer. If time permits, people will

o. If financial situation permits, we can offer. But'everyone can pray. | want to invite all the

rother and sisters to pray for this trl{) because this is a ministry that requires much prayer. 1°
Samuel 30:24 said, “... The share of the man who stayed with the supglles is to be the same as
that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike.” Yes, both on the battlefront and
supplies are blessed. Pray that we can support each other in this ministry. And may this team
glorify God’s name. And through the prayers of brothers and sisters, we can go on'this trip with
unity to care for the churches in New Zealand and to build up saints as proper vessel for God.
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ATTITUDE OF SERVICE ELDER JAMESSUN _ o _

1 am very glad that we are going to walk to Jesus this time. Just like the disciples who lived
with Jesus, watched Him serve and listened to His word. Because Jesus is with them, there
were life lessons to be learned everyday. We will be leaving for New Zealand in less than two
months. It is crucial that we Erepare our hearts and consult )

Jesus. Because He is the Lord of this trip. He knows what needs to be done, and what will
happen. And everything is for His eternal purpose. It is pleasing to Him that you walk with
Him in faith and we will wait to see how He |sdgomg to use us in His ministry. Let us anticipate
this é;reat experience of walking with Him. God regard you more than what you can do!

2/18 Luke :74-_75—After3/ou and | are saved, there is nothing more important and more pre-

cious than serving our God. ) o

2/19 Romans 14:17-18—Let the righteousness of God be shown forth through me. This is

serving God. Have the peace and seek harmony between people. This is serving God. No
matter how busy life and ministry become, there is always joy in our heartand not  com-

plain. This is serving God. i ) )

2/20 l1saiah 50:4—"Humble, Obedient, and Teachable” are the foundations of service. Hope

the short term mission team will achieve this through Christ. o )

2/21 Acts 6:3— Children of God seem to have a rlgiht light shining on them so they can live

out the Way (not just talk). To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to see one’s life being con-

trolled and influencéd by the Holy Spirit. If one is wise, he will be faithful to manage God’s

house to the best.

2/22 Ephesians 2:10— God focuses on who we are, not what we do. If I am to offer myself to

God, the most important thing is not do work for God, but let God work in me until | am usable.

2/23 First Corinthians 2:3—It is a time for me to fall when | feel that |1 don’t need God.

2/24 Psalm 90:17— God’s glory is already ours. The righteousness, peace, and the joy have

shown forth in my life.

WE ARE TO SERVE GOD NOT GOD’S TEMPLE _

2/25 Exodus 3:12— God has rescued us from Satan and the control of this world so we can go

mjt%the:[ !cand of milk and honey. God saved us so we will be serving Him whole heartedly and

without fear.

2/26 Ezekiel 44:15—There are two types of serves the descendant of Zadok did. One was



serving God, _ drawing near to Him and standing before Him to receive His word. They onl
served God. The others took care of the temple and served the temple. May your service is for
God and is pleasing to Him. )

2/27 Second Timothy 2:21—Whether you serve God or His temple does not depend on what
you do. It depends on your heart. No matter what you do, your audience is God. It is not a per-
son or a task. So you need to draw near to Him always so what when we are too busy in ser-
vice, we won’t forget God and serve Him with our flesh. _ )

2/28 John 12:26—During the later days of Aé)otsle Paul, he did not seek to build churches, to
serve men, but to look for the appearance of God. One sister said that the grandest accomplish-
ment is to have a fellowship between God and I. Serving God is not about doing what | want
for God, but to follow Him closely. ] o

3/1 Luke 10:41-42—1t is even more important to follow God cIoseIY when life and ministry
are busy that | won’t forget about God and complain. Hope that we all will seek for the irre-
movable blessing from God during this short term mission. )

3/2 1% Corinthian 9:26-27—Apostle Paul preached the Gospel, built churches and served men
with great passion. He only had one goal, what is to forsake all else so he can gain Christ. If
my service for God has blinded my heart or I have lost the appetite to be with God, though I
may look like 1 am spiritual, | have already lost a lot in Christ.
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TESTIMONY FROM ELDER SAMUEL HUANG o

I thank God for His calling and sending. There are seventeen brothers and sisters joining the
short term mission team to New Zealand with Pr. Chen to serve the four churches there and to
out reach to the students in Messy University. | am really excited because this isa EFCOC
church event. And this has rekindled the whole church in mission. May God bless our church
as the body of Christ support this trip in unity, and participate this event with prayer and finan-
cial suEport. | look forward to our church sending short term mission team each year so we can

share the good news to the end of the earth in order to fulfill the great commission of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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ALICE KAO ] ) _ o
When | wrote “New Zealand” (in Chinese) on my binder’s cover, | was thinking: 1 would
never have imagined that someday I’d be there. _ _
~ When I finished the part time MTS in church 7years ago, |1 didn’t go to the short term mis-
ﬁlonbtrlglwnh them. However, | prayed that someday | would have the chance to go with my
usband!

In the beginning, | didn’t even consider joining this trip, I just put it in my prayers, and asked
for God’s guidance. Gradually, we became prepared for the trip. I submitted to my husband’s
decision. He paid for the tickeéts, and now | know that we are going! Thank God for listening to
my prayers 7 years ago, and thanks to brother Hung-Ming Tsal, for his encouragement and
prayers. ) ] _ i _

ow the first thing | need to do to equip myself is : Clean myself, to be an instrument for no-

5



ble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work ( 2 Timothy
2:21). I believe that, in'this trip, we will be experience God, especially in some areas which' |
am not well trained; therefore, | must depend on God’s grace, because His power is made per-
fect in my weakness, | give all the glory to Him!
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The Sunday after the Thanksg_lvmgl,_ | was at lunch with brother Y-L Tsai and brother Jay Lin.
Brother Tsai said to me, “Your wife Alice has great talent on stage and knows the Bible very
well. How about you go with us to New Zealand for a mission trip in April?” He invited us to
the 1% missions meeting, where Pastor Chen introduced us to EFCOC and EFCO-East Coast
Bay (N. Z). He told us that Pastor Kung invited him be a speaker at their youth group, and to
lead an evangelical conference with unbelievers. In the meeting | was touched by God’s word,
that this is a Great mission (Matthew 28:19): go and make disciples of all nations. As a member

of church, and as a Christian, I felt I must go with our pastor, so | discussed this trip with Alice
and we prayed about it. We need help from our Lord, so that we can be used by Him to be His

witness. Please pray forus. _ ) )
The Sunday after Thanksgiving, | was at lunch with Brother Y-L Tsai and Brother Jay Lin

and Brother Tsai said to me, “Sister Alice has great talent on stage and knows the Bible very
well; go with us to N.Z. for a mission in April.” He then invited us to the 1% meeting of the mis-
sion. At the meeting, Pastor Chen spoke about EFCOC and EFCO-East Coast Bay (N.Z.) be-
cause Pastor Kung had invited him to be a speaker at their youth group and have an evangelical
conference with unbelievers and in that meeting | was touched by God’s word. This is a great
mission, as Matthew 28:10 says: “Go and make disciples of all the nations.” As a member of
church and as a Christian, | feel | must go with our pastor, so | discussed with Alice and we
prayed. We need help from our Lord, let us be used by HIM and use us even further as HIS wit-
ness. Please pray for us.
FROM MY DAUGHTER SAMANTHA _ _

_Good job Daddy! 1 was so proud of you when I read this and | hope that the trip goes well
\I/_vnh ygu. I V\{HI be praying for you. I love you very much and | will see you this weekend.

ove, Samantha




