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MISSION HAS ALREADY BEGUN 1Pr. Peter Chen

It’s been five weeks since the first meeting for NZ short term mission. | have heard many
responses from brothers and sisters. Some suggested that we can have a team to Taiwan during
summer, then Europe the following year. Some said that they don’t know if there will be more
opportunities after this. 1 saw how God has blessed and guided us through this short term mis-
sion preparation and the positive responses from the church members. This is not the first time,
and it won’t be the last time. | believe God will use this as a motivation for many missions to
come. And those who cannot make it on this trip will have many more opportunities to go.

2/18 was our third training. Elder Hong from Global Life Enrichment Center taught us
about the principle of team work. He said something that was truly a reminder for the team, “
Short term mission does not start when you are on the way to New Zealand, short term mission
has already begun.” How true was that! What’s important about mission is the process, not
what | can do. It’s not about what | can do on the mission field and the needs that | can meet,
but what I can learn, | can prepare, and accommodate during the process. Many times, God not
only look at our work, but He cares even more about the process. He cares about how one can
be molded by Him in truth, character, and have a closer relationship with Him.

Elder Hong shared with us on the importance of obedience. We should not bring our previ-
ous experiences with mission to this trip, but to let it be a new trip, a new experience. We need
to let go our personal agendas and be one with the team. We should avoid negative comments
and complains about the team. | feel that this is not only needed for the team, but it is also very
applicable in our daily life. At the end, everyone signed a contract declaring their willingness to
be obedient to God and the leader of the team, and to serve in unity.

As to the different jobs, I have seen the brothers and sisters faithfully preparing the materi-
als for this trip. When elder Samuel Huang asked each department to report their progress, each
of them were ready. Elder James Sun has picked out some devotional material for us. Prayer
department started the prayer before each meeting and fasting program. The co-workers in wor-
ship department are busy looking for songs, and arranging practices. Brother Paul has been in
close contact with NZ so know the details of our trip. We can see how this team is truly coming
together.

The followings are the need for the team. Please pray for us:
® We need to have speakers for each workshop during the youth retreat.
® Each team member needs to find 20 prayer partners.
® \Worship team needs practice.
® We need to come up with a program (skit) for the last night of the youth retreat.

Please pray for these items as we need God to bestow upon us wisdom, and mercy. Let me
encourage you all once again: this is our churches short term mission, we can offer people,
money and prayer in support of this trip so that it can be pleasing to God.
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Dear brothers and sister: It is getting closer to the day when we’ll leave for New
Zealand, do you pray more earnestly? Do you incline to rely on Him more?

CALLING - CALLED TO SERVE

March 4 : Luke 17:7-8 Being a presider, organist or bible study leader at church
is likely to make you feel leading a devout life for the whole week. However, once you
are home and start watching TV and being gluttonous(as if to relax from a routine task),
then it is not serving God; it is only serving the temple. It will not be remembered by
the Lord.

Mar 5: Luke 17:9 No matter what you do for God or how many people you bring
to Christ, it is not something to be proud of. We should only thank God for giving us the
glorious privilege and opportunity to serve Him.

Mar 6 Luke 17:10 The purpose of life is to serve God, not for the service itself.
That is why once we are done with a service, we will not go back to our old secular way
of life. If we do a good job, we should say “Lord, thank you for your guidance and
blessings.” If not, we should say, ‘Lord, complement me where | am deficient.”

Mar 7 Acts:9:15-16 We all like to talk about Apostle Paul's Road to Damascus ex-
perience and his exciting mission life. However, when God'’s calling comes to a per-
son, it always comes with the call to share Christ’s suffering, which is glorious. “ The
apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffer-
ing disgrace for the Name.” Acts 5: 41.

Mar 8: Acts 13:2 Our own efforts can not accomplish God’s work, nor His will. In
God'’s kingdom, any worthy work is commissioned by God Himself.

Mar 9: Acts 13:3 If we are sent for the work by the Holy Spirit, we will not be dis-
couraged by persecution, mockery, troubles or lack of progress. If it is something God
wants you to do, He’ll help you stand firm.

Mar 10: Chronicle | 28:2-3 The mission work starts with prayer. Who is to be sent
for the mission is not decided by calling a meeting. Those who are on the field and
those who support the mission by prayer serve at the same time and work for the same
prize.

OFFER YOUR BEST TO GOD.

Mar. 11 Matthew 26:4 When we bring people to Christ, we should let them know
that a true disciple should be like Mary who dedicated her most precious belonging, the
alabaster jar of perfume, to the Lord. All work should be done for the Lord, which is
worthy and will be remembered by Him.

Mar. 12 Matthew 26:5 When we love the Lord and sacrifice so much, misunder-
standing from people is always expected. Sometimes they even take you to task.
However, can anything that is done on Christ be in vain? Never. Mary grasped the op-
portunity to serve Him.

Mar 13 Matthew 26:10 Sometimes we think becoming a Christian brings us many
blessing. Jesus loves me, Jesus can solve my problems, Jesus can .......... Not
many people remember that Jesus lead a hard life on earth. He healed the sick and
met people’s needs, but ‘had no place to lay his head.” When someone met His need,
His heart surely was warmed by the thoughtfulness of such an act.

Mar 14 Matthew 26:13 In the New Testment, | think Jesus enjoyed this moment
most. Mary poured out the perfume. She did not expect to get anything from Jesus;
she did it just to show her love for the Lord. The perfume not only warmed Jesus’
heart; it was the most memorable offering.

Mar 15 Mark 14:5 Mary was not wealthy, and this alabaster jar of perfume was all
her life saving. This jar should be broken when a girl got married, which meant that it
was her most precious possession. She so loved the Lord that she dedicated it to Him.
What can we offer to Him today?



Mar 16 Mark 14:6-7 Christ never looked down upon the poor. He said “Whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Whatever you
do, do it for Christ. Thus, you will not be disappointed if the people you serve do not
meet your expectations. Besides you will feel you have not done enough. Now matter
how much you do, you can not pay back one thousandth of what the Lord has done for
you.

Mar 17 Mark 14:8-9 | hope each team member can use this opportunity to present
his or her precious alabaster jar of perfume to God in this mission. | am very excited
and expect that we, united as a group of Marys, can satisfy Christ’'s heart.
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Sunday night is always set aside as a period for hearty chats. The flrst Sunday
night after the New Year, as usual, we talked about many things. It was then that Paul men-
tioned that he was asked to provide the schedule for his vacation request this year. We then
talked about various plans for the vacation. Under consideration were a twelve day trip to China
(via Peking and Shanghai), which did not seem interesting, and a trip to Taiwan via Japan,
which we plan to postpone until next year so that we can cast the vote for Taiwan’s 2008 presi-
dential election. Finally I told Paul what had been in my mind for a long time. | told him that
we should go for another mission trip so that God can open one more door for our future ser-
vice. Every time, we came back from a mission trip, God has enriched our spiritual life and ser-
vice. After 98 Eastern Europe mission trip, | was enrolled in EFCOC’s MTS program
(equipment courses for laymen). After we came back from 99° Argentina mission, we were
called to help establish a cell-group church. Both of us started taking laymen equipment courses
in Logs Seminary after 06 mission trip. | was sure that God would lead us further in the direc-
tion of our service after next mission trip. Paul agreed with what I said; however, the church
where we serve has not planned any mission this year. In the end, we prayed that God show us
the way.

Three days later, | was awakened by a phone call from Elder Samuel Huang at about 7
o’clock in the morning. He explained to me the basics about the New Zealand mission trip over
the phone. | agreed to join the mission right away without consulting Paul. 1 was overjoyed in
my heart and could only say “ Lord, you are so wonderful to answer our prayer in such a short



