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ANOTHER KIND OF WAITING IN LINE 1Pr. Peter Chen

Time flies, and the preparation for the short term mission is well into the seventh week. There are
new experiences every week. Short term mission is straining on emotion, time, money and physical
body. We need to gather information, prepare for message, contact local churches, choose songs, prac-
tice'worship and get to know one another. It is a new, excited and sometimes stralnlng process when
everyone spent time to help each other. With a heart to serve God, this whole process has provided
chance for discipline in integrity, adjustment in character, and enlightenment in spiritual life.
All these brought the team tg a positive direction. Last Sunday was the fourth training. By the
time | left the office, it was five o’clock. After the training, I Sat in my chair and me itated.
There was a prayer in my heart the God will uphold and igmde the team during this process, and
may this process bring all those who are involved as well as the church body to a deeper spiri-
tual life with God and will love God even more.

| believe that there is not one pastor who doesn’t hope that the church is lively and full of
energy. | have waited in line when | shopped in the department store, and waited in line when |
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bought grocery. But this was my first when | saw brothers and sisters in our church waited in
line to sign theé prayer support sheet for short term mission members. It has left a deep impres-
sion in my mind when | heard them telling one anther that they can pray for them. | saw God at
work, and | saw how brothers and sisters are support this mission from their hearts. For this, |
give thanks, and I pray that God will continue to lead us, and give everyone who is praying a
new experience in interceding. Itis a joy to a pastor to see the church fervent in prayers.
_ There have been adjustments in our tasks after the meeting with Pr. Gong. We are now lead-
ing one worship session, but are going to share 11 testimonies, 10 workshops and 9 offering
songs. 18 team members will stay with 8 different families. To build up friendship with host
families, share spiritual experiences, and encourage one another and leading new friends into the
church is now the focus. Ma}t/1 God help the team members that they will have a sensitive spirit
%ﬁ sha_rte timely words with others. May all our prayer worriers lift up holy hands to pray for
ese items.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of our heavenly Father, and the power of

Holy Spirit be with you in your daily life and your prayer ministry. Amen.
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JAMES R. L. SUN

Dear brothers and sister: It is getting closer to the day when we’ll leave for New Zealand,
do you feel like an exile returning to the homeland with timidity? However, we are not fearful.
We need to pray more and be watchful. | am convinced that God will be with us, because we
are determined to obey His will. Please offer yourself as a living sacrifice.

THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT

March 18 : John 12:26 _ _ _ _ o

_ To serve and follow the Lord, we should reﬁJard being with Him as the most joyful thing in
life and be always aware of His presence. In following Christ, it is easy to lost track of Him, be-
cause every day we are distracted by mundane things in our daily liveS. Loving Jesus is irre-
placeable; we serve Him because we love Him. In serva the Lord, the difference between
disciples and Marl is that, for Mary, Christ was Mary’s only choice.

Mar 19: John 4:34 _ . _ _ _ _ _

Infants in Christ thirst for spiritual milk; Israelites did not seem excited about the dallﬁl ,
manna. Sometimes we take Chris’s presence and His unconditional love for granted. Christ's
life on earth, in meeting people’s needs, was the one of complete sacrifice. Every day we
should love Him, follow Him, obey and serve Him so that He will be our satisfaction
Mar 20 Matthew 24:45 _ _ _ _ _

_ Dear brothers and sisters, if we are faithful in whatever we do( leading worship, or preach-
ing gospel or intercessory prayers), whether the pastor leads the team does not matter any
more; what matters is we serve the Lord. If we have the right attitude, we are, like the wise vir-
ﬁ)lns in Matthew, ready and wait for His coming.

ar 21 Nehemiah 6:3-9 . _ o

Nehemiah knew the true meaning of serving God. He regarded rebuilding the wall as
God’s sacred and noble work, and did not stoF1 easily. Now we live in the age of New Test-
ment. In worship, we not only enjoy being with God but also serve Him. We should let Holy
Spirit lead the worship; if you are moved to witness or pray, you should obey. Set your own
things aside; don't let God wait for you.

Mar 22: Matthew 25:23 . _ _ . , )

In the house of God, there are no trivial things. Since all trivial things are important, we
should be careful in serving God. Form your perspective, it may be a trivial thing; however,
from God'’s perspective, it may play an important role in saving souls and carrying out His wills.
We should be faithful in everything we do.

Mar 23: Rome 12:1 ] o -~ ) )

Brothers and sister, Since we offer ourselves as living sacrifices, we should, like Christ’s
Incarnation, deny ourselves. We should surrender our own perspectives and rights, and be
attentive to His calling. As Paul said here, this is our ‘spiritual act of worship.’ If the whole
team holds this view and practices it, it would be a wonderful offering.

Mar 24: Acts 20:20 ] o

In serving God with other co-workers, we should speak the truth in love so that “we will in
all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” Though we have different opinions
and perspectives, we should have broad mind to accept others and love each other. If you are
mature enough, you are able to accept other people with different opinions. You can look at a
thing from different angles, but your own perspective may not be the most important or the best
one.

PREPARE GOD’S PEOPLE FOR WORKS OF SERVICE SO THAT THE BODY OF
CHRIST MAY BE BUILT UP

Mar. 25 Ephesians 4:11-12 _ N

Some people need a position to serve; some |peo le serve without a position. God has
endowed each of us with certain spiritual gifts; He'll judge and reward us by whether we make
the most of these gifts or not, not by how gifted we are.” We are endowed with gifts, because
God love the church. The better we make use of these gifts, the more gifts He'll endow us with.
Mar. 26 Ephesians 4:12-13 _ _ ) _

One can not serve God by himself, and to serve is not to show off. As Paul continued in
the following verse, “From Him the vyhole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” It is not easy, though,
to work with other people. However, | think it is God's intention that we go through this process
so that Christ’s love can grow in us.
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Mar 27 Numbers 12:1-10 _ _ .
_In this passage, “Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite
wife.” Sometimes we do not respect or obey a leader who does not lead a perfect life. How-
ever, God does not think so. “Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else
on the face of the earth.” “ He is faithful in all my house.” Being united in Christ and loving
each other, | think, are the most powerful weapons for our mission team; they can also be our
beautiful testimonies. _ o _
Mar 28 Matthew 5:41"If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”

This verse can be used to explain two kinds of attitude in serving God. You are forced to
go one mile, which is compulsory; you probably do it out of a sense of duty. In walking the ex-
tra mile, “God pours out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,” and we are forced by a su-
Bernatu_ral power. Paul describes it best : “| have been crucified with Christ and no longer live,

ut Christ lives in me.”
Mar 29 Samuel 11 23:18, 24, 37 _ o _ _

Why Joab was not listed as one of the mighty men and ended his life tragically? | think he
was blinded by his own pride. He was determined to be David’s army commander and could
not recruit another better person to help him. It's not his top priority to best serve David and the
Israeli sate, which should serve as a reminder to us. Each of us loves the Lord and is willing to
serve. However, if, like an unbroken jar of alabaster, you are obstinate and can not work with
other team members, you'll not be a useful instrument of God, let alone giving out the aroma of
life that is pleasing to Him.

Mar 30 Thessalonians 2:4 . _ ]

Give thanks to the Lord! Although we are imperfect, weak, incompetent....., He still en-
trusts us with the solemn task of preaching His gospel. It is glorious and a privilege to be used
by God this way. We should do our best to reciprocate His love so that we will “not be disobe-
dient to the vision from heaven.”

Mar 31 Exodus 4:12 _ _ _

“Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you.”
Joshua 1:9 that a true disciple should be like Mary who dedicated her most precious belonging,
the alabaster jar of perfume, to the Lord. All work should be done for the Lord, which is worthy

and will be remembered by Him.
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MRS. CHERYL BETH BARBER

Every time | gio on vacation, | have a desire to encourage the churches in the area I’m visiting. It _
wasn’t until a couple of months ago that | realized that going somewhere to encourage other believers is
a “mission trip”. I am very excited to join this team to encourage and minister to our fellow believers in
New Zealand. Another reason Andrew and | are going is to minister to Gabe as he ministers to others far
from home. It has always been our desire to both worship and serve our Lord together. May God be glo-
rified in all that this team does!
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Many missionaries’ lives touched my heart. However, | know to join a mission team is not an easy
task. I felt'l was like a little girl asking our heavenly father for a special favor to iom_thls short-term mis-
sion trip and it seemed like our heavencliy father granted me my wish after a couple trials and allowing me
to see His unique work in New Zealand. ) ) .

I am sure His love and healing power will be with us in this trip
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WALKING IN UNITY

Two Sundays ago, Pr. Chen taught us that we need to walk in unity as church co-workers and as
husband and wife. He also shared with us the hardship in forming theé short term mission team and the
touching conversations. There were many brothers and sisters joyfully signing the prayer support sheet
for short term mission members. | was really touched. For the past years, our church was kind of placid,
and it was great to see the unity in brothers and sisters again. ) o

Due to the lack of communication and the passing of visions has led people to think that the decision
of mission to New Zealand was abrupt. And this had led to many different voices such as is this a short
term mission or tour of NZ? The churches in NZ has been to Taiwan for mission so they are more ex-
Perlenced than us, why do %/ou o there for mission? They have great worship teams, what can we offer

hem? How can we move the Easter celebration up a week just for them? These are valid reasons for
these questions. But in the past two month, through the training and preparation of this trip, many ques-
tions have been answered though not all. ] ]

_This shouldn’t come as a surprise. Church is composed of a Iargeé;roup of people who has different
opinions in various things due to different experiences and visions and_ not absolute right or wrong.

here is no one who is at fault but the differences may cause some division for unity. How are we to
walk in unity if there are such differences? If it’s like this at church, then the short term mission team
ma%_b_e the same way. ) ) )
his has made being united harder. Praise God, He has already prescribed the perfect dose: the love
that always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. What a wonder faith we have!

Brothérs and sisters, are you staying back at church during the mission trip like me? Let us put down
our differences and pray for the team members with trust, hope, perseverance and protection. Not only
for their safety, but they can be fishers of men. Pray that as they offer themselves to please God, we will
also be encouraged. May great love in Christ that caused them to put aside their time in order to help our
brothers and sisters far away touched the hearts of our far away siblings. Amen!



