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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS- THE FIVE LOAFS AND TWO FISH METHOD  Pr. Chen
There are many numbers worth our time of consideration from this mission trip.
The Rising of a Church: Three years of offering with $1000 per month has helped a church
from ground zero to self sufficient. )
The Come Back of Mission Trip: Just because one elder would not let his pastor went alone
to the mission field, and encouraged others to go. A team of 18 individuals was formed in a
short period of time. _ _
The Exponential Growth of Prayer: Since every member needed 20 prayer warriors, there
were at least 360 people praying for this. ]
The Unlimited Effect: Because the investment of 18 round way tickets ($950 per person), and
18 hearts WI||II’1% to be used b}/1 God. 5 churches were visited. 5 worship services lead, 1 ordina-
tion ceremony attended, and the 4 day 3 night retreat with 160 youth were helped with 26 new
believers and 8 youthl_gave their lives to God for full time ministry. The bridge between EFC
General Assembly, EFCOC and EFCs in NZ was build. We witnessed the beauty of NZ and
how older brothers and sisters crossing the age gap and outreached to the younger generation.
18 ﬁeople became close friends and are closer than ever. | hope we will be able to work to-
ether to expend God’s kingdom and fulfill His command. _ .
Aalél said: I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 1% Cor. 3:6
n
?gyﬁhese three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 1% Cor.
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We were worried about how to communi ate with about 160 youth when most of them
range from 12 to 18 years old and some from 19 to 20 since most of the short term member are
over 40 years old. But God asked us to love them and care for them with the love of parents,
and share our experiences with God to them. They were really excited, and tear of thanksgiving
were shed. They hug ged us and called us Aunties and Uncles. It truly felt like home. Thank
God for what He has done because this was truly beyond what we expected.

E B BR.=TESTIMONY

PR. CHERI BARBER

Praise God for blessing us with a successful missions trip! We watched as many youth
came to know Christ and several more dedicated their lives to full-time ministry. We were able
to see God working in five churches on the other side of the world and we got fo see some of
God’s most amazing creation on the face of this earth. I was incredibly blessed to be there and
take in all that God had for me to see. | was blessed to be there with 17 brothers and sisters who
I ﬁq[chg Ir_clajorllce \éwth 'I am now blessed to be home and rejoicing with all of you. Praise God for
all that He has done!
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GABE BARBER

. i It is such a joy and privilege

S to have been able fo see how
. God is working in New Zealand.
- We were blessed to be able to
: visit our brothers and sisters in

2 New Zealand, serve them
through Ieadmg the youth camp,
i and fellowship withthem in our
> awesome God. Even though we
are back, our work has not been
completed We can still support
them through prayer and encour-

| agement, which is something we
mtend to do. Thank you all so
much for your pr%er and sup-
port for this trip. We truly would
not have been able to do |t with-
¥ out you, and we are pleased to

. ( - [ ‘ share in the blessing with our
S| : | . ol church family! J
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JAMES SUN

Dear brothers and sisters,

The New Zealand mission trip had come to an end and left me with lots of fond memories,
which I’ll reflect on in the days to come. Five EFC churches were involved in this short- term
mission, and | was very impressed by the energy and the family atmosphere demonstrated in
this trip. | gra y that God bless all whom we came across in this mission.

From the beginning, God had been in charge of forming the team. The oldest person in the
team was in his 70s; the youngest (our favorlte)# ust one. The church in New Zealand had ex-
pected young people to helg in the youth camp; however, once Pastor Gong was aware of the
situation, he said It’s a double blessmg The team spirit came out of us naturally, not involuntar-
ily or compelllngly It shows that in servm%God attitude and love are more important than age.
After the team was formed, we went through training for two months. Every team member was
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diligegllt and did the best in the training course. On April 5 we left for New Zealand with all
your blessings. S _

The main task for us in this mission was to serve in the youth camp. Pastor Peter Chen, the
main S{)eaker for the camp, delivered four sermons on the topic ‘A Different Life.” Each sermon
was interspersed with our testimonies and sharing time. In the last sermon we performed a skit
to reinforce the message. In the camp we led quiet time in the morning and workshops in the
afternoon. We touched on many subjects young people are concerned about. Their favorite
topic was ‘Ten commandments in dating’; after that, ‘Science and Faith.” Those who were will-
ing to know more about Christ were welcome to talk to us anytime. It’s an unforgettable experi-
ence to have spent four day with 120 young people. In the last night of the camp we heard posi-
tive feedbacks from these Students; many people came to the Lord and dedicated themselves to
the ministry. All these made our efforts worthwhile. _

That the camp ended on a successful note should be attributed to God’s mercy and many peo-
ple’s pr_zli_%ers. You all play a part in this; even the clement weather was the proof of God’s
grace.hI e careful planning and cooperation between these five churches made everything go
smoothly.

For two consecutive Sundays we visited four EFC churches in New Zealand and attended the
ordination ceremony of Wen-Rei Wu, who joined our church when he was a student in Logos
Seminary. He and Some friends showed their hospitalities by letting us use the master rooms.
We were moved and overwhelmed by their kindness. i o

My other task in this mission was to share the vision of EFC’s Senior Ministry. In New Zea-
land, Elder Kao and Sister Tsai shared the same vision as we do. | hope soon the senior laymen
there _canfble equipped to expand God’s kingdom and make the next half of their lives more
meaningful.

After the youth camp Pastors Gong and Wu and some friends, serving both as drivers and tour
guides, led us to Rotoura for a two day-one night spa trip. We were refreshed and energized by
the beautiful scenery. Along the way we had a wonderful sharing time. We felt the peace and
joy in a true fellowship that came from living and working together. 1I’ll always remember this

time for the rest of my life. ) ) )

Some team members had to come back to U.S. early because of job or family. The churches in
New Zealand, intending to make the most of his presence and equip their congregations, asked
Pastor Peter Chen to teach some lessons for five days. Nine of us, who were carefree, joined a
tour group for a five day-four night trip to the picturesque South Island. We spent two days in
Queenstown and ended the trip in Christchurch. The scene1ry was so beautiful it was hard to put
it in words; you have to be there to experience it yourself. This is also one of the goals of Sen-
ior Ministry; when seniors take a break from the mission, they can have fellowship with other
senlorbllaymtan and enjoy the beautiful world created by God. Thus life of the next half will be
more blessed.

This is the summary of the New Zealand mission trip. God’s grace be praised. Amen.
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God made me experience His law of working out things in this mission trip. First, he

touched my heart with for the mission, then with prayers and pursuit for confirmation and inter-
action, | took the action and finally it came out with miracle. What touched me most are the fol-

lowing:

'Igo cope with our mission trip for various church services and the youth camp, the pastors,
co-workers and all the brothers and sisters of the 5 EFC churches there’have maximized their
mobilization of efforts. All of them have unity and consistency, mutual submission and col-
laboration and therefore brought out beauty of discipline and results of teamwork. Thank Lord,
you make all things in Your way! o

At the third night in the camp, the Holy Spirit worked greatly. Many young pec_)rple hurt by
divorced parents or during the growth procéss were healed and spiritually released. They were
filled with God’s pouring love. The picture that they held each other in arms with streaming
tears, then broke into laughter made me thank our Lord once again. It was Your love that made
the miracle happen. o )

At the time of alter call and self-dedication, Pastor Chen gave his sermon about how he en-
countered Jesus during his early life and thereafter became a lite different from before. This
served as wonderful testimony and encouraged many young people to offer themselves as living
sacrifice. Although I did not step forward to the altar, but spiritually I offered myself to God as
the hymn writes: “May my life be pleased by ﬁou_and become your joy”.

God had rewarded our ministry there with His wonderful creation as His extra grace. The
true picture of what the psalmist wrote before appeared in this “Land of the White Cloud”—
New Zealand. ) _ o

“The mountains sklf()ped like rams, the hills like lambs. (Psa. 114:4)

Who turned the rock into a pool, the hard rock into springs of water. (Psa. 114:8)

The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain. (Psa.65:13a)”

All these were too beautiful. I would sm%aloud forthese. Oh , yes, “Before the mountains
were born or %ou brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God”. (Psa. 90.2) May God bless this land and His people. May the gospel be spread out in this
land of milk and’honey. May the glory of this testimony be unto Him.
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MY REFLECTION ON NEW ZEALAND MISSION TRIP  PAUL CHEN
_This is not my first mission trip, but this time, it has stirred my heart so vigorously. | would
like to share some of my personal feelings as follows:

The unity among the reverends, elders, deacons and co-workers has brought up excellent
results. Some of the’5 EFC churches do not have reverends but onIK_eIder_, deacon or pastor. But
they were humbly submitting to each other, in harmonious unity while ministering in the Youth
Camp or various churches. They let the chief organizer flexibly do as necessary. As a result,
even with limited resources, the?/ brought up maximal productivity, thus making the Youth
Carr_llp of 160 attendants a complete success. ]

he humility of the reverends, elders, deacons and co-workers has set up a beautiful exam

ple. I can truly realize when Apostle Paul said: " You must follow my example as | follow the

example of Christ ; . All of them were humble, submissive, kind and earnest. They labored
without reservation in planning and coordination. They only gave but did not take credit. They
reall]y have shepherd’s heart and the aroma of Christ. They are whom I will imitate. ]

he love of the reverends, elders, deacons and co-workers has produced plenty of fruits.
The¥ shuttled our mission team members around among various hostln? families, churches and
the Youth Camp at their own expenses whole-heartily and with gentle, loving kindness. At the
end of the camp, one group with 10 plus youth was too excited to gain control. After their rever
end’s tearlnﬁ advice and in return to their counselor’s loving calling, all of them were deter
mined to follow Jesus. There were also many in other groups who submit themselves to Jesus
and offered themselves as full-time pastors. We saw that gentle love from Jesus Christ actually
could melt the |ceber%, could make the gospel seed sprout and grow.

The thirst among the youth has promised a spiritual revival. Two local church co-workers,
Brenda and | looked after a group of 16, including believer, unbeliever and from junior high up
to WOI’kIﬂI%J youth. Most of them were eager for knowing Jesus or havmg hearts for_servm?_ the
Lord. In the last night at camp, we shared and ﬁrayed together until 2:00AM and still felt Tike
continuing. We saw the spiritual fire burning there and expected that a gospel revival movement
would spread out from New Zealand. On the very last day in our group, in response to the altar
call, one was determined to follow Jesus while another one offered himself as tull-time pastor.

During our stay in New Zealand, it was unusually sun-shining blue sky every day. On our
return to Los Angeles, it was scarce April rain. We were jokingly commented that we brought
the California sunshine to New Zealand and the New Zealand rain back to Los Angeles. Wasn’t
it an exchange of grace and life? Wasn’t it all Lord’s beautiful idea?
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NZ SHORT TERM MISSION TRIP TESTIMONY ALICE KAO

; On the trip of 12+ hours in the airplane, | was so tired from the planning and preparation
or
this mission trip, 1 did not even remember they served 2 meals. When | woke up, we were al
ready in Auckland N.Z .We saw the pastors and coworkers who came to welcome us, they were
very friendly and they took us to individual family to sta¥ with them. We stayed with the
brother Chen’s family, they were sincere simple family. The house was quiet, clean and warm. |
really appreciated their hospitality. _

We visited EFC of North Shore and EFC of East Coast Bays on the Sunday which was
Easter Sunday. Our testimonies and hymn’s presentation were impressive ( that’s what |
thought). The second day we attended the ordination of minister Wu. Pr. Chen’s message
showed his special gift."Pr. Wu shard his testimony of how God had called him to the work for
His kingdom all these years, | saw God’s hand and His work in him.

It was a 2 hour drive to the youth camp, about 160 people attended .In order to show that
we
were the ambassadors sent out by EFCOC; we tried to accommodate and adjust to the new envi
ronment and acted properly in public. Soon we are accepted by the youth.

In the morning, | was assigned by Pr Gong to lead the group exercise; | asked myself:
what? | didn’t know that there has this assignment, oh, well can do everything through Him who
ggves me strenﬁth. Following the mornln?_work out came devotion time. There were peo?Ie_who

id not bring their handbooks. I prayed” Lord, let the morning bring me word of your unfailin
love, for | have FUt my trust in you.”(Psalm 143:8); than I led Tony to the Lord toward the en
of the devotion time. = ) ) ) ) )

Every time we divided into small group discussions, there is always a girl who brings some
snacks to share. It was very attractive to the youth .1t is a task to be in control of the whole situa-
tion, and when we went to the cafeteria to share there is very noisy ,this was another challenge; |
need to be smart and work hard to get their attention. Thanks to the Lord, that | was able to lead
three young men to accept the Lord even with this difficulty.



There were three brothers from EFC of East Coast ba3/s came to helped us in the worship
team by played the drums and guitars, thanks so much to: Joe, Jack and Andrew! The two skits
were also very smoothly. The most memorable things were the Station Games. In order to get
the first prize, everyone in our group tried their hardest. My favorite games were the guessing an
English phrase without saying in words and the Bible quizzes. Unfortunately, the ball games
which | was expected were cancelled because it started rain.

We thank all pastors, co-workers and all of you from all churches who prayed and sup-
ported us, the New Zealand Mission team for almost a year. May the Lord bless you and re-
member your works. ] )

_Last night my husband said "I missed them.”. And theyé also told us the same when they e-
mail us .Yes', we are one family in Christ! Also thank you, brothers and sisters in_ our church.
We are honored. There is panic; there is certainty. There is expectation; there is dlsa‘gpo_lntment
i:l'h((ejne is tearing; there is laughter. They all touched and moved our hearts so much. Praise the

ord!
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NZ MISSION TRIP TESTIMONY  RICHARD KAO

Thank Lord that He led us 18 short term mission trip members came back safety. | thank
pastors, elders and all brothers and sisters : because of your prayers and supports that we accom
plished this mission trip. ) o o ]

| learned a lot thru the meetings and trainings before we went; than after the mission trip, |
felt that : don’t just look on people’s appearance , all our inner hearts need God’s light penetrate
into it and need His mercy on us. _ _ _

| went there and saw the young people , they left their home for the better life, while under
the pressure of living and/ or academics , they wondering their futures. | could’nt find the an
swers during the four days three nights youth camp. I though: we just did the sowing, we just
played a little role in their life , that’s all. | hope the amazing Holy Spirit will work on them, and
they will love the Truth, trust in the Lord, follow the Lord’s guidance , live in a spiritual life.

The last mornln% in the camp, when | saw the four young men whom we counseled went to
the alter, gave their lite to Jesus Christ, | feel so comfort and so encourages ; made me have the
confidence that | can do greater things thru our Lord in the future.

MIMI KAQO S o

God saved many souls on this mission trip, and | know He touched many more lives in
ways we probably don't even know. | was very grateful to have the opportunity to go to New
Zealand and feel very encouraged, much like Paul was, to visit far away churches and to meet
such faith ful and loving brothers and sisters. | think God often leads me clearly in the direction
He would have me go, and He also always opens the path for me to step through and follow
Him, such as enabling me to participate in this mission trip. | am thinking of and praying for all
the people We encountered and hope that those that have committed their lives to Him remain
protected and faithful, growing strong. | also hope to see them again, very soon!

Bisie
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SAMUEL YANG

Psalm 116 describes how | feel about this trip.
1 1 love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.
7 Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the'LORD has been good to you.
8 Ftor ytg)lu O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from
stumbling,

9 that I may walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
12 How can | repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.
14 1 will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offerin to ou and call on the name of the LORD.
18 1 will fulfill my vows to the L in the presence of all hls]p ople

This is the starting point of my short term mission, God is althfuf that He gave me this op-
Portunlty | also want to thank the brothers and sisters for their prayers and supports. Although
his tripis really short, and | came back to the US right after the retreat, the few days | have dur-
ing the retreat let me understand that the harvest are ready, and where are the workers? When |
saw how seeking the brothers and sisters in NZ are and how they took cared of us, | realized
God’ sdgreat love and His life changln? power. | saw how the )éounger generation repent and
offered themselves. | hope this short term mission is only the beginning for more missions that
\6ve %II}]II” havc? mct)re opportunities to share the gospel and seize the moment to encourage other

rothers and sisters.
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On the way home, | was Iooking with a grateful heart at a very special thank-%/ou card from
“the small people of Route 66”. Inside their carefully designed rose-shaped card, these six
%/oung ladies wrote the verse we had shared with them at camp and encouraged me with their

eartwarming words. It reminded me of the wonderful times in camp when he¥ shared with one
another the difficulties of inviting friends to church and their top ten blessings from the Lord.
We prayed for one another, even the first-comer wearing pink on the far right. Seeing her happy
face, | am sure the Holy Spirit has worked in her heart, ) _

These two young men sitting next to me were a big blessing. “Evan” on the left, just came
to NZ for a month. “Raymond” on the right, was reluctant to come to the camp in the beginning.
However, God’s power worked upon them. After the final night, filled with the wonderful shar-
ing of many attendees, the Holy Spirit worked very strongly at the meeting hall. On the way out,
| urged them to open their hearts. Raymond decided to welcome the Lord that very night and
Evan the next morning. God is incredibly gracious to allow me to be a part of that divine mo-
ment, and knowing that someone has accepted the Lord is the greatest joy for His children!
When | saw how tenderly and humbly they looked after Michael, who suffered from a knee in-
jury, I was so touched by their willingness to help the needy and was felt th%y ought to be God’s
children. I am sure they will be richly blessed by our Lord and will grow and be fruitful in the
Lord under the care of Pastor Gong and the youth group leader. ] )

__ Young assistant pastor Miss Wu is such an amazing cook, serving us with colorful and de-
licious breakfasts with an unrivaled cooking talent. | wanted to learn from her cooking in order
to be a better mom! She has an unwavering conviction towards God’s calling. The day we ar-
rived, she participated in a special Chinese Night at Massey University and was warned and hu-
miliated due to her heart for the unsaved. However, her parents and Pastor Gong encouraged her
by reminding of this great challenge --- to proclaim the gospel to these influential young schol-
ars so that one day, when they return to China, they may have a large impact on enlarging God’s
kingdom. Therefore, in facing difficulties, she does so for the Lord and must rely on God for
everything. Her love for the Lord and strong will to fight serve as an inspiration for me.

This wonderful mission '[HF allowed me to see God’s ml%hty hand in NZ. It is so amazing
to see all the churches in NZ acting with one heart, all the pastors and elders in one accord.
Many young people offered their precious lives to the Lord and willingly became full time ser-
vants of God. To sum up this mission trip with Pastor Wu's short and powerful mission state-
ment presented in his inauguration ceremony: "God is awesome, people are lovely and churches
are exciting. My whole life, | Wouldtproclalm gospel and win people’s soul to theLord,; equ-
ping people and sending people out for the Lord." May | be able to do the same with my lifel!
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1. I've witnessed God’s will andjifelt_GoH’s love. _ )

2. Fég&schurches in New Zealand united as one with the burning passion to spread the gospel of

3. As though in the presence of the Lord, all families took our teams in with great appreciation
and hospitality. They treated us with complete sincerity and we know God will watch over
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them and especially bless them and their churches’ endeavors. )
4. In Christ, we came together as one big family expanding to the southern hemisphere of the
lobe; showing that together, love is boundléss. = ) _ . _
5. With God’s eternal grace and love, we can all achieve a meaningful life by living and serving
under the Lord.
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~ 1 was very fortunate to have answered God’s calling to join the short-term mission. At
first, 1 thought | would IJust be someone who would sow; in the end | became a reaper who har-
vested the crop. It’s all Holy Sﬁlrlt's miraculous waorks. _

Before | started the trip, | had decided to experience God’s wonderful works in New Zea
land, which turned out to be true. Durlnth_hls mission, Pastor Chen changed the titles for many
sermons he preached in EFCOC. In “ A Different Life”, he talked about how he and his wife
fell in love after they first met. As a matter of fact, | had heard this story three times; however,
it was refreshingly interesting to me every time it was told. The young men in New Zealand fell
under the same spell. | was surprised to learn that love could be grown this way. Marriage is
holéano] ordained b¥ God. When Pastor Chen and Tina stared datln%, they began by prayer and
let God involved in the whole process. Thus under God’s guidance, they have kept their sacred
VOW since.

In the youth camp | was scheduled to talk about my born again experience. On stage | was
very nervous and had a hard time reading and holding the damf\)/lsheets_ of the Igrepared text. Dr
Wendy had a hard time in translating my Taiwanese-accented Mandarin into English too. From
time t0 time, when she could not understand what | said, her last resort was “Anyway, pass.” In
the end, | was relieved that the young people gave me a big hand. )

In counseling session, | was assigned to the third group led by Ms. Tsai and Grace. | was
only an observer and could only pray for them sHentIe/. Of all the young people they counseled,
two stood out. One was a handsome 14 or 15-year-old b_o¥1. In expressing himself, he never
opened his mouth, and just waved his hands or moved his head. Because | thought he was
dumb, I felt sorry for his disability and prayed for him. The other was a sophomore college girl.

o —
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Somehow she hated U.S. and denounced her as imperialism. | tired to let her understand what
an important role Christianity plays in U.S. | explained that the U.S. Constitution is based on
the Bible, which is used in swore-in ceremony for |m1|3_ortant government officials. | also
showed her the one-dollar bill on which “In God We Trust” was printed. My diplomatic efforts
somewhat changed her attitude toward us. The next day | could discern her change of heart.
Then on the third day, with tears in her eyes, she thanked us for coming from a long distance to
help these (}/opng students, which really touched my heart. As for the boy who | thought was
dumb, God did answer my prayer. Last night in the camp when we were having some snacks
before bedtime, | was holdlng a cup of hot water. No sooner had | turned around then a girl ran
toward me out of nowhere. At this moment, the boy said aloud “Watch out! Someone is going
to bump into you!” When | heard him cry out, | was thankful that he was not dumb at all.” Al-
though the water was spilled, no was burned. )

eminiscences of this mission trip were sweetened by God’s grace; I’ll remember it for the
rest of my life, Written words can not describe the whole picture; I’ll tell you more if you are
willing to lend my your ears.
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| _remembered the Wednesday night prayer meeting at the church before we left for the
New Zealand mission trip, Elder Chiou blessed the team with words, “Go in happiness, and
come back home in even more hapf)lness.” Thus, thank God for His wonderful blessings that,
we are able to respond to God’s call clearly; be equipped by the Holy SPII‘II as much as we
could; receive intercessory prayers from many; be supported warmheartedly by families and
friends; engage fully in working with local pastoral staff and coworkers; minister happily to
those gqung church'-members and friends; endure persistantly the exhaustion from both our min-
istry & journey; enjoy richly those entertainment offered; encourage, accept, care for each other
in positive team spirit; obey the authority, follow rules humbly and willingly as a Christian

team; And, the best of all in all, We are accepted to labor with our God at the other side of the
earth: Auckland, NZ
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F “I thank God for the opportunity |
to witness what He is doing in
New Zealand. | was encouraged by
seeing such a group of brothers and
_sisters in Christ with their hearts
in fire for the Lord. | ﬁray that God
will continue to use them as well
as the new generation. Please

Pray for those who have dedicated
heir lives to the Lord and thanks




