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Don Piper was dead on Jan. 18, 1989 for 90 minutes. .....
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My last memories, was seeing the bridge and the rain, a Ilght enveloped me, then | was
standing in heaven. Joy pulsated through me as | looked around, a large crowd of people,
stood in front of a brilliant, ornate gate. They rushed toward me, and every person was smil-
ing, shoutmg, and praising God. Intuitively, | know they were my celestial welcoming com-
mittee. The Tirst person | recognized was my grandfather, with white hair and a big banana
nose, exactly as | remember him. A grin covered his face, “Donnie”, he called my name, em-
braced me holding me tightly. As | stared into his face, an enormous bliss overwhelmed me. |
was so happy about our reunion. The crowd surrounded me, some hugged me, some kissed
my cheek, while others pumped my hand. Never had | felt more loved. .... o
Then we all started move toward the gate. Coming out from the gate was a brilliance
that was brighter than the light that surrounded. As we moved closer, the light intensified,
and | had the sense that | was being ushered into the presence of God. A holy awe came over
me. Then | heard the music to listen. | felt as if the heavenly concert permeated every part
of my beln_? countless of sounds filled my mind m ]
and heart. The swishing resounded as if itwasa = AL #skAW ) L )
form of never ending Eralse. The melodies of praise filled the atmosphere. The most remark-
able think to me was that hundreds of songs were being sung at the same time. All of them
worshiping God. Praise was everywhere and all of it was musical. “Hallelujah”, “Praise”,
“Glory to God”, “Praise to the king” Such words rang out in the midst of all the music. My
heart Tilled with the deepest joy I’ve ever experienced. All the songs were being sung at the
same time. Yet | could clearty distinguish each song. Many of the old hymns and choruses |
had sunP in my life were part of the music, along with hundreds of songs. | had never heard
before. I cherish those sounds. Ever after | came back on earth , some times I still hear faint
echoes of that music. Sometimes I think, | can’t wait to hear them again, those never ending
praise, worship songs. S a3
GopEhily L . . . BiEES

So here we are, several weeks into our 40 Days of Purpose campaign. | hope that you’ve
been maximizing the resources you’ve been given during these weeks and are thoroughly en-
joying the process of discovering your purpose! Let me encourage you to continue reading a
chapter a day from your book and come to church every week so that you can make the most
of this time. | have been very blessed to see our entire church go through this program to-
gether, and I know that God wants to do amazing things through this time that we have. So
please, keep on doing what you’re doing. And use these weeks as an opportunity to invite

our friends to come to church with you! Let’s fulfill God’s pur-

%oses for our lives together! %ﬁi% T i]:.*i-‘lﬁ,
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