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Elder Huang
Farewell Gel'emony.

EES

. Our beloved Elder Huang went back to Taiwan tg become the
*Chairman of the Hua-Lien Hospital. On December 21%, 2003 EFC
General Assembly, Luke’s Ministry, and EFCOC prepared a cere-
mony for Dr. Huang to send him off to Taiwan with their blessings.
Pastor Felix Liu, Elder Chen and Elder Tien gave a word of encour-
| agement. Dr. Yang and Dr. Chen presented the farewell gifts. Dr.
#*Huang introduced the hospital and shared with us his medical mis-
sions and visions. Pastor Chen gave a message “Answer to your
calling in life” as a word of encouragement to all that attended. We
believe that through
God’s promises and

CELEB the prayers of our
capiSTHAS VElEBRgm, Lo,
12/20/03 s

in Taiwan with be
fruitful and filled

Our Christmas Celebration began with worship team’s Christ-

“mas music on 7;30 pm, 12/20/03. Children’s play was the first ma-

o

D

>

with blessings.
jor prog_ram telling us of
esus’ birth with delightful
*and joyous praises. Man-
. darin group had the play
“Extending The Wings In
»the Morning” directed by
Candy Tarng. It reminded
*us of the importance of
. Sunday worship service.
There were numerous
>funny scenes drew laugh-
ter out of the audience.
The main message
. “The Lord Jesus Christ”
by Rev. Daniel Lin chal-
lenged us to remember the -
true meaning of Christmas. Even though the world has turn Christ-
“mas season fo be the most profitable time of the year, we Christians
. should know why we celebrate Christmas, to remember the coming
of the Only Son of God to save the world. Because of His coming,
you and | can have a part in God’s eternal salvation plan. Thank
God for His great love and for Jesus’ laying down of his life for us.

Lap

. Spoke about that day.

JIANG YI:  Thank Pjou Lord for this special moment that | am
ow baptized. | came to USA from Mainland China 2 years ago. I’m
scientist in research at present time in the neighboring University. |
lways wonder what science really is. Science Is only a document
that fecord God’s creation and what human being has been experi-
enced in this world. God created the world, the more we learn about
this world, the more we see our own limitation and ignorance. 6
months ago, | was an atheist, but now | am willing to give up the
way | was and became a Christian vyholeheartedle/.
Lord, please forgive my sin; | want to follow you forever.
Please guide me to enjoy the abundant life ){]ou provide me. Use my
mind and body to serve you and your church.
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Praise the Lord,
we had 4 brothers and
sisters baptized on

4 12/21/03. They re-
MCelved the simple but
Z noble gift into their
hearts. These are the
testimonies that they

>

>
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PENG ING: It is a meaningful way to celebrate Christmas this
»year, because | had received the best gift. That’s God’s love. | was
In Shanghai studying as a freshman in College. | was on the way
*home for winter vacation; | had to take bus to subway then subway
.10 train station, almost one hour just to get on the homebound train.
1 was supported to take 7 o’clock train in a cold winter
*morning. It was freezing cold, the wind keep on blowing. | was
L Waiting for the bus since 5:30 on the station when | saw a mid-aged

T T 0 S — %,

] *The Christmas Annual Celebra-
tion was a success, thanks to everyone’s
fl i)_artlmpatlon and hard work. Praise the

4 sing, she also has ] )
1 sides practicing piano, she has two little children to take care of.
- Though it was really

[Cop o9 o op o9 o9 of _og__op 0P o9 __of _of o9 of o9 o9 o ol oS __of _of _oP o o9 o9 _of o9 _of _of _of _of _of oY _of o9 o _of o9 O

woman driving a white pick-up.
She asked me about my destina-
tion. | was fortunate to catch the
7:00 am train because of her.
When | asked her name in order to
thank her, All she told me was she
was a Christian._ )
~_Every time I think about
this incidence, this stranger
touched me. In the middle of cold-
ness, she saw my need. | know it
must be God who moved her ) S
heart. It is God’s love and His way of saving me out of difficulties.
_ I'want to quote a verse “ Your word is the lamp to my feet
and a light for my path “. Psalm 119:105. It is the Lord who gives
me strength to stand and speak before you today. He is to be praised.

| |

i

E\ .I -

KATHERINE: I’'m getting baptized because | can be closer
to God.
JESSICA: Today is very special for me. I’m getting baptized

and have received Jesus Christ as m%/ savior. This past year is very
difficult for me. I just think turning fo God, He can lead my life to
the right way. | thank my parents and my brother for Encouragin
me to Iget baptized. Without them | don’t think I’ll be up here today.
) thank my Lord for all He has done in my life. And I just
think God can make Wonders in everyone’s lifé. | ‘m very grateful
today for having Him as my savior.

D . . “Lord! Dueto ashortaﬂe of people par-
ticipating in chair, our director worked especially hard in song selec-;
tion and practlcm%. Not only does she need to léad e-_verxone to

o create the songs. As to our pianist, Annie, be-

difficult, we managed to gathered the help of
astors, deacons, brothers and sisters; and we had a good time.
hank the Lord for this. Hallelujah!

*1t has been a Ion%time since we saw Teacher Chen (now a
Pastor) and Mrs. Chen. On January 25", they came to OC to visit us.
February 8", Dr. & Mrs. Shenyiou Lin came back. It was very heart s
warming to see the co-workers again. Teacher Chen is currently the
Director of the music ministry in Tao-sheng Seminary in Taiwan.
Dr. Lin will begin to serve at the Hualien Mennonite Christian Hos-
pital in Taiwanfor [
medical missions with ¥
Dr. Luke Huang. May
God grant them |
strength!

%o %G %G % % Q% G % % G % G % % G % G G % G _op
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*Asister in
France is doing com-
passion ministry, feed-
ing the hun%ry. There
are already 2 people
registered to get bap-
tized on Easter, praise
God! Please continue &
to pray for the missions.

*On April 9", the choir will present “The Old Ru%ge_d Cross”. ¢
Those of you who are interested in participating in the choir, please
be at the main sanctuary next Sunday to practice.

great time at church! Ja-Nan Cell

spring
Group presented some wonderful
gelebratlonhymns The English fellowship lead

us in worship. Dr. Ho’s wonderful
puppet show “The Proposal of Ah-Chen”. Pastor Chen performed a
harmonica solo. The senior fellowship lead us in Japanese dance.
Every show was great! Dr. Thien taught us many different folk
dances, which was very fun! At the end, we had a raffle ticket
drawing with nice presents. The grand prize, 20” TV, was won by

Helen! Conspiracy.... _

Thanks to Mama Cho and Cerritos Group, we had a lot of yumm
food to eat. We thank all the workers who helped out. May Go
watch over us and let 2004 be a year of blessing!

On February 7", we had a
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Pastor James Yu's
Welcome Celebratiop

3 ,On the afternoon of Febru-
ary 8", we welcomed Pastor,
*James Yu as a full-time minister.
. Praise the Lord! We now have a
stronger pastoral group. May the|
s grace of God always be with'us |
and our Fastors. We pray that
*they wil
. blessing.

SN ———

bring us leadership and

. _ Have ILe/ou discovered your
spiritual gifts? After the workshop
on 1/17, do you have a deeper
understanding on spiritual gifts
and understand what your spiritual
gifts are?
During the workshop, Pr.
Chen led the group by reading _
several passages concerning spiri-
S . 'f[tgal gifts. Romans 12:6-8, 1 Co-
n e I rinthians 12:8-11, Ephesians 4: 11
" and 1 Peter 4:10-11. After the
definitions for spiritual gifts and
o pes of spiritual gifts are under-
stood, Pr. Chen invited the group to fill out 4 surveys on discovering
the spiritual gifts. In this process, brothers and sisters were eager to
know what their spiritual gifts are. ) )
After knowing each other’s spiritual gifts, everyone filled out
»a form indicating what their spiritual gifts are. These results will be
put into a database in our church, and will be used for trainings and
ministries to help the members %row deeper in the Lord. Have you
discovered your spiritual gifts? 1f you missed this opportunity but
W
toral staff.

NN e N N = = ———

“want to know more about your spifitual gifts, please contact the pas-

Starting January of 2004, our church started a Friday after
*school program. The main goal is to provide a place for our youth

School Prograt

. to do their homework and to get help from older brothers and sisters
in our church. It is our goal to give our next generation a balanced
“Christian living. Church activities are not all about fun, we care for

*their school work too!

And as for our little ones (elementary school) who don’t have
. homework over the weekends, we would like them to bring a book
,they want to read and join us, or we can help them with their weaker
subjects in school. Of course, parents are more than welcomed to be
involved in this program; in fact, we need more parents to help us as
>we help our younger ones in this big family.
The program starts at 5:00pm in fellowship hall. The moms
. and dads of those who come will help us out by taking turns in pre-

paring a simple dinner. After homework are done, and tummy

“filled, they will join different fellowship and programs to spend the
*night knowing God. If you are interested in joining or helping out,
Y
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%%

lease contact Andrea Chen at (714)642-8608 or efcocan-
dreachen@hotmail.com
Over the winter, the English speaking youth joined the EFCs
“around southern California for our annual winter retreat at Forest
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Home in San Bernardino. The theme this year is “The Lord of the
Kings — The Fellowship of the King” taken from the hit movie The
Lord of the Rings. Our speaker is the intern pastor from Evergreen
San Gabriel Valley, Jojo Ma. He mentioned five important points
regarding those who are in the fellowship of the King: Rejoice in the
King, Worship the King, Suffer for the King, Trust in the King, and
Resurrect with the King. The youth were captured and enlightened
by His message. The group activities were also very exciting.

Through the small groups and games, we met many from
other EFC churches and became good friends. One special event
that took place was the youth gathered together to partake the com-
munion to usher the New Year. Different from the rest of the world,
the first thing we did for this year was worshiping our God. All the
youth are now looking forward to the Summer All EFC retreat in
San Diego to see each other again. The Lord’s presence was surely
there.
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I moved to a distant place. For one month I had not returned
to my home of EFCOC for worship or Wednesday fellowship. | was
like a lost sheep in the wilderness, couldn’t find my way back.

Looking back in time | found
many tender cares and heartwarmin
moments in EFCOC, especially wit
Senior Fellowship. We the seniors
only hope for good health to love the
Lord, and we exercise slowly and
sometimes off the beats. | missed the ¢
carefree times we once shared in life.
There are also numerous health educa-

. _tion and tips to keep us in good shape.
The exchange of life experiences and Mrs. Lin’s teaching, bible
verses memorization and bible studies all enriched our senior living.

I miss this group of people. | will sing of “Coming back to
my home”. | was baptized here, and grew in my spiritual walk. |
will treasure it always.
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