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I cannot adequately express to
you in words just how excited my
gwife Cheri and | are to join together
Bwith each and every one of you at
this church as a part of the body of
Christ. We have been praying for
gyears that God would prepare not

only our own hearts for the minis-
grtry, but also that he would prepare
gfor us an amazing place where we
gwould be able to use our spiritual

gifts to further the kingdom of God.
gln many ways, our journey is just

beginning as we look forward to

years of pouring ourselves into the
LEnglish Ministry here at EFCOC.
£IBut | also want to share with you a
Bhit about our journey that we have

been on so far, which has ulti-
gmately led us to become a part of
gthls church family.

o

o1e 1]

I grew up in Irvine, CA and
became a Christian when | was a 17
gyear old Junior at University High
gFSchool. | came to know the Lord
Bthrough the ministry of South Coast
Community Church (which has

since become Mariners Church),
and | immediately took a deep in-
terest in understanding and apply-
ing the Word of God to my life.
After | graduated, | attended Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo and majored
in Speech Communication. It was
there, on my first day of school,
that I met my beautiful wife Cheri.
| had the privilege of being a part
of sharing Jesus with her, and
shortly after she became a Chris-
tian, we started dating. We both
treasured our time in college, as
those were years that were marked
by spiritual growth and opportuni-
ties for serving our God. We got
married exactly 1 week after my
college graduation, on December
16™,  2000. Immediately after
school, | began working at our
church (Shoreline Calvary Chapel)
in Morro Bay, CA. | also worked
for a foster care organization. Both
experiences showed me the impor-
tance of serving God and showing
the love of Christ to the world.

Eventually, however, Cheri
and | realized that we needed to be
further equipped for the ministry,
and so we moved back to Orange
County in January 2003 so that |
could attend Talbot School of The-
ology. I loved my time at Talbot,
and | graduated from there in May
2005 with my Masters in Bible Ex-

COSOSOOOo000O0OCS00000C000C000000000000000000

position. Bible Study is my passion&¥
in my life, and through my time at
Talbot | have become furtherg
equipped to present God’s Word to
others in a way that is (hopefully!)g
relevant, applicable, and exciting. gf

And that brings me to the pre-g
sent, where after months of search-£f
ing and prayer, we have decidedi
that | should accept the position of
English Pastor here at EFCOC. Weg
are so excited about joining this
church family and about serving the gg
Lord with you for years to come!gf§
We recognize that there will be cul-£F
tural and language barriers, espe-ﬂ
cially in the beginning, but we are
encouraged by the knowledge thatg
we all serve the same Lord, and
that we share a common desire withgy
you to know and love Him more!g§
And we are also very grateful forf&S
the love, respect, patience, and
grace that we have been shown byg
each one of you so far. Thank you,
EFCOC, for accepting us into yourgy
church family and making us feelgy
so welcome! We look forward togf
spending a lot of time with you and&
getting to know you as our brothers
and sisters in Christ!

Humbly yours,

Pastor Gabe Barber
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